Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants
A Joint Venture of URS Group, Inc. and Dewberry & Davis, LLC

: March 14, 2007

Mr. Ray Aycock

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Jackson Fieid Office
6578 Dogwood View Parkway

Suite A

Jackson, MS 39213

Re: Request for Project Review — Relocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community
Education and Technology Support Service Center, Harrison County, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Aycock:

The Gulfport School District (District) has applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for
assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) Program for the proposed relocation of the Gulfport School District’s
Fast Ward Community Education and Technology Support Service Center (Technology Center) located at 1525
Thomion Avenue, Gulfport, in Harrison County, Mississippi.

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged the Technology Center. The Gulfport
School District utilized the facility as the District’s computer technology hub and the community education center,
accommodating approximately 25 employees and 100 to 200 smdents. The facility, originally the East Ward
ERlementary School, was constructed in 1918-1921 and additional wings were added in 1935-36, 1953-54, 1960-62,
and 1985-86. The pre-disaster total area of the facility was 27,293 square feet. The facility is located in Zone X of
the floodplain; however, the facility was within the Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFE) and surge inundation
zone, with some areas receiving up to 8 feet of water. Damages to the facility exceeded the 50% repair/replacement
ratio, meeting FEMA’s criteria for replacement.

The District proposes to relocate the Technology Center out of the ABFE to a 0.83-acre site located at 2014 Pass
Road in Gulfport. An adjacent 0.34-acre property located on 21* Avenue would be utilized for additional parking
(see Figures 1 and 2). The proposed relocation site is approximately 0.80 mile northwest of the existing Technology
Center and is owned by the Gulfport School District. The District intends to construct a new 21,000-square-foot, 2-
story building on the southern portion of the property (see Figure 3). Pass Road, to the south, would be used to
access the proposed site. The proposed site is bounded by commercial businesses to the north, east, and west, and
Pass Road to the south. The new facility would tie into existing utility lines along Pass Road and 21* Avenue.

NISTAC has been retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed relocation
project. In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, NISTAC requests
that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any available information on resources
under your agency’s jurisdiction within the project area. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me by telephone at 301.670.3379 or electronic mail at angela_chaisson@urscorp.com.

Sincerely,
NISTAC
X @-7/27/——

Angela M. Chaisson
Senior NEPA Specialist

Ce: Brian Mehok, FEMA Transitional Recovery Office — Biloxi, MS
Ryan Thompson, NISTAC - Gaithersburg, MD

' i 200 Orchard Ridge Drive, Suite 101
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

TEL 301-670-3376

FAX 301-869-8728



Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants
A Joint Venture of URS Group, Inc. and Dewberry & Davis, LLC

March 14, 2007

Mr. James D. Giattina

Director
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4, Water Management Division

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street, SW
Atlanta, GA 30303-3960

Re: Request for Project Review — Reélocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community
Education and Technology Support Service Center, Harrison County, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Giattina:

The Guifport School District (District} has applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for
assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) Program for the proposed relocation of the Gulfport School District’s
East Ward Community Education and Technology Support Service Center (Technology Center) located at 1525
Thomton Avenue, Gulfport, in Harrison County, Mississippi.

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged the Technology Center. The Gulfport
School District utilized the facility as the District’s computer technology hub and the community education center,
accommodating approximately 25 employees and 100 to 200 students. The facility, originally the East Ward
Elementary School, was constructed in 1918-1921 and additional wings were added in 1935-36, 1953-54, 1960-62,
and 1985-86. The pre-disaster total area of the facility was 27,295 square feet. The facility is located in Zone X of
the floodplain; however, the facility was within the Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFE) and surge inundation
zone, with some areas receiving up to 8 feet of water. Damages to the facility exceeded the 50% repair/replacement
ratio, meeting FEMA’s criteria for replacement.

The District proposes to relocate the Technology Center out of the ABFE to a {.83-acre site located at 2014 Pass
Road in Gulfport. An adjacent 0.34-acre property located on 21* Avenue would be utilized for additional parking
(sce Figures 1 and 2). The proposed relocation site is approximately 0.80 mile northwest of the existing Technology
Center and is owned by the Gulfport School District. The District intends to construct 2 new 21,000-square-foot, 2-
story building on the southern portion of the property (see Figure 3). Pass Road, to the south, would be used to
access the proposed site. The proposed site is bounded by commercial businesses to the north, east, and west, and
Pass Road to the south. The new facility would tie into existing utility lines along Pass Road and 21** Avenue.

NISTAC has been retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed relocation
project. In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, NISTAC requests
that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any available information on resources
under your agency’s jurisdiction within the project area. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me by telephone at 301.670.3379 or elecironic mail at angela_chaisson@urscorp.comnl

Sincerely,

NISTAC

Angela M. Chaisson
Senior NEPA Specialist

Cc: Brian Mehok, FEMA Transitional Recovery Office — Biloxi, MS
Ryan Thompson, NISTAC — Gaithersburg, MD

’ i 200 Orchard Ridge Drive, Suite 101

Gaithersburg, MD 20878

TEL 301-670-3376

FAX 301-869-8728



Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants
A Joint Venture of URS Group, Inc. and Dewberry & Davis, LLC

March 14, 2007

Mr. Homer L. Wilkes

State Conservationist

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service
100 W. Capitol Street

Suite 1321 Federal Bldg.

Jackson, MS 39269

Re: - Request for Project Review — Relocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community
Education and Technolegy Support Service Center, Harrison County, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Wilkes:

The Gulfport School District (District) has applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for
assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) Program for the proposed relocation of the Gulfport School District’s
Fast Ward Community Education and Technology Support Service Center (Technology Center) located at 1525
Thornton Avenue, Gulfport, in Harrison County, Mississippl.

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged the Technology Center. The Gulfport
School District utilized the facility as the District’s computer technology hub and the community edncation center,
‘accommodating approximately 25 emplovees and 100 to 200 students. The facility, originally the East Ward
Elementary School, was constructed in 1918-1921 -and additional wings were added in 1935-36, 1953-54, 1960-62,
and 1985-86. The pre-disaster total area of the facility was 27,295 square feet. The facility is located in Zone X of
the floodplain; however, the facility was within the Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFE) and surge inundation
Zone, with some areas receiving up to & feet of water. Damages to the facility exceeded the 50% repair/replacement
ratio, meeting FEMAs criteria for replacement.

The District proposes to relocate the Technology Center out of the ABFE fo a 0.83-acre site located at 2014 Pass
Road in Gulfport. An adjacent 0.34-acre property located on 21% Avenue would be utilized for additional parking
(see Figures 1 and 2). The proposed relocation site is approximately 0.80 mile northwest of the existing Technology
Center and is owned by the Gulfport School District. The District intends to construct a new 21,000-square-foot, 2-
story building on the southern portion of the property (see Figure 3). Pass Road, to the south, would be used to
access the proposed site. The proposed site is bounded by commercial businesses to the north, east, and west, and
Pass Road to the south. The new facility would tie into existing utility lines along Pass Road and 21** Avenue.

NISTAC has been retained by FEMA tc prepare an Envirommental Assessment (EA) for the proposed relocation
project. In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, NISTAC requests
that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any available information on resources
under your agency’s jurisdiction within the project area. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me by telephone at 301.670.3379 or electronic mail at angela_chaisson@urscorp.com.

Sincerely,

NISTAC

Clussnlop—12 ,474,
Angela M. Chaisson.
Senior NEPA Specialist

Ce: Brian Mehok, FEMA Transitional Recovery Office — Biloxi, MS
Ryan Thompson, NISTAC - Gaithersburg, MD

: ) T 200 Orchard Ridge Drive, Suite 101

: Gaithersburg, MD 20878

TEL 301-670-3376

FAX 301-869-8728



Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants
A Joint Venture of URS Group, Inc. and Dewberry & Davis, LLC

March 14, 2007

Mr. Claiborne Bamwell

Chief

Mississippi Department of Transportation, Environmental Division
Administration Building

P.O. Box 1850

Jackson, MS 39215-1850

Re: Request for Project Review — Relocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community
Education and Technelogy Support Service Center, Harrison County, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Barnwell:

The Gulfport School District (District) has applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for
assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) Program for the proposed relocation of the Gulfport School District’s
East Ward Community Education and Technology Support Service Center (Technology Center) located at 1525
Thomton Avenue, Gulfport, in Harrison County, Mississippi.

On August 29, 20035, Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged the Technology Center. The Gulfport
School District utilized the facility as the District’s computer technology hub and the community education center,
accommodating approximately 25 employees and 100 to 200 students. The facility, originally the East Ward
Elementary School, was constructed in 1918-1921 and additional wings were added in 1935-36, 1953-54, 1960-62,
and 1985-86. The pre-disaster total area of the facility was 27,295 square feet. The facility is located in Zone X of
the floodplain; however, the facility was within the Advisory Base Flood Elevation {(ABFE) and surge inundation
zone, with some areas receiving up to 8 feet of water. Damages to the facility exceeded the 50% repair/replacement
ratio, meeting FEMA’s criteria for replacement.

The District proposes to relocate the Technology Center out of the ABFE to a 0.83-acre site located at 2014 Pass
Road in Gulfport. An adjacent 0.34-acre property located on 21* Avenue would be utilized for additional parking
(see Figures 1 and 2). The proposed relocafion site is approximately 0.80 mile northwest of the existing Technology
Center and is owned by the Gulfport School District. The District interids to construct a new 21,000-square-foot, 2-
story building on the southern portion of the property (see Figure 3). Pass Road, to the south, would be used to
access the proposed site. The proposed site is bounded by commercial businesses to the north, east, and west, and
Pass Road to the south. The new facility would tie into existing utility lines along Pass Road and 21% Avenue.

NISTAC has been retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed relocation
project. In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, NISTAC requests
that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any available information on resources
under your agency’s jurisdiction within the project area. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me by telephone at 301.670.3379 or electronic mail at angela_chaisson@urscorp.com.

- Sincerely,

NISTAC
Angela M. Chaisson
Senior NEPA Specialist

Cc: Brian Mehok, FEMA Transitional Recovery Office — Biloxi, MS
Ryan Thompson, NISTAC — Gaithersburg, MD

’ ) 200 Orchard Ridge Drive, Suite 101

Gaithersburg, MD 20878

TEL 301-670-3376

FAX 301-869-8728



Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants
A Joint Venture of URS Group, Inc. and Dewberry & Davis, LLC

March 14, 2007

Ms. Robin Zantow

Administrative Assistant

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, Bureau of Wetlands Permiiting
1141 Bayview Avenue

Biloxi, MS 39530

Re: Request for Project Review — Relocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community
Education and Technology Support Service Center, Harrison County, Mississippi

Dear Ms. Zantow:

The Gulfport School District (District) has applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for
assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) Program for the proposed relocation of the Gulfport School District’s
East Ward Community Education and Technology Support Service Center (Technology Center) located at 1525
Thomton Avenue, Gulfport, in Harrison County, Mississippi. '

On August 29, 2005, Huricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged the Technology Center. The Gulfport
School Disirict utilized the facility as the District’s computer technology hub and the community education center,
accommodating approximately 25 employees and 100 to 200 students. The facility, originally the East Ward
Elementary School, was constructed in 1918-1921 and additional wings were added in 1933-36, 1953-54, 1960-62,
and 1985-86. The pre-disaster total area of the facility was 27,295 square feet. The facility is located in Zone X of
the floodplain; however, the facility was within the Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFE) and surge inundation
zone, with some areas receiving up to 8 feet of water. Damages to the facility exceeded the 50% repair/replacement

ratio, meeting FEMA’s criteria for replacement.

The District proposes to relocate the Technology Center out of the ABFE to a 0.83-acre site located at 2014 Pass
Road in Gulfport. An adjacent 0.34-acre property located on 21 Averme would be utilized for additional parking
(see Figures 1 and 2). The proposed relocation site is approximately 0.80 mile northwest of the existing Technology
Center and is owned by the Gulfport School District. The District intends to construct a new 21,000-square-foot, 2-
story building on the southern portion of the property (see Figure 3). Pass Road, to the south, would be used to
access the proposed site. The proposed site is bounded by commercial businesses to the north, east, and west, and
Pass Road to the south. The new facility would tie into existing utility lines along Pass Road and 21" Avenue.

NISTAC has been retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment {EA) for the proposed relocation
project. In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, NISTAC requests
that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any available information on resources
under your agency’s jurisdiction within the project area. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me by telephone at 301.670.3379 or electronic mail at angela chaisson@urscorp.com.

Sincerely,

NISTAC

Angela M. Chaisson
Senior NEPA Specialist

Cc: Brian Mehok, FEMA Transitional Recovery Office — Biloxi, MS
Ryan Thompson, NISTAC — Gaithersburg, MD

200 Orchard Ridge Drive, Suite 101
. Gaithersburg, MD 20878

TEL 301-670-3376

FAX 301-869-8728



Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants
A Joint Venture of URS Group, Inc. and Dewberry & Davis, LLC

March 14, 2007

Ms, Micheile Vinson .
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, Office of Pollution Control, Environmental Permits Division
P.O. Box 10385

Jackson, MS 39289-0385

Re: Request for Project Review — Relocation of the Gulfport School Bistrict’s East Ward Commaunity
Education and Technofogy Support Service Center, Harrison County, Mississippi

Dear Ms. Vinson:

The Gulfport School District (District) has applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for
assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) Program for the proposed relocation of the Gulfport School District’s
East Ward Community Education and Technology Support Service Center (Technology Center) located at 1525
Thornton Avenue, Gulfport, in Harrison County, Mississippi.

On Aungust 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged the Technology Center. The Gulfport
School District utilized the facility as the District’s computer technology hub and the community education center,
accommodating approximately 25 employees and 100 to 200 students. The facility, originally the East Ward
Elementary School, was constructed in 1918-1921 and additional wings were added in 1935-36, 1953-54, 1960-62,
and 1985-86. The pre-disaster total area of the facility was 27,295 square feet. The facility is located in Zone X of
the floodplain; however, the facility was within the Advisory Base Flood Elevation {ABFE) and surge inundation
zone, with some areas receiving up to 8 fect of water. Damages to the facility exceeded the 50% repaitfreplacement

ratio, meeting FEMA’s criteria for replacement.

The District proposes to relocate the Technology Center out of the ABFE to a 0.83-acre site located at 2014 Pass
Road in Gulfport. An adjacent 0.34-acre property located on 21" Avenue would be utilized for additional parking
(see Figures 1 and 2). The proposed relocation site is approximately 0.80 mile northwest of the existing Technology
Center and is owned by the Gulfport School District. The District intends to construct a new 21,000-square-foot, 2-
story building on the southern portion of the property (see Figure 3). Pass Road, to the south, would be used to
access the proposed site. The proposed site is bounded by commercial businesses to the north, east, and west, and
Pass Road to the south. The new facility would tie into existing utility lines along Pass Road and 21% Avenue.

NISTAC has been retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed relocation
project. In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, NISTAC requesis
that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any available information on resources
under your agency’s jurisdiction within the project area. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me by telephone at 301.670.3379 or electronic mail at angela chaisson@urscorp.com.

Sincerely,

NISTAC

Angela M, Chaisson
Senior NEPA Specialist

Ce: Brian Mehok, FEM A Transitional Recovery Office — Biloxi, MS
Ryan Thompson, NISTAC — Gaithersburg, MD

200 Orchard Ridge Drive, Suite 101
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

TEL 301-670-3376

FAX 301-869-8728



Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants
A Joint Venture of URS Group, Inc. and Dewberry & Davis, LLC

March 14, 2007

Mer. Andy Prosser

Bureau Director

Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce
P.O. Box 1609

Jackson, MS 39215

Re: Request for Project Review — Relocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community
Education and Technology Support Service Center, Harrison County, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Prosser:

The Gulfport School District (District) has applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for
assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) Program for the proposed relocation of the Gulfport School District’s
East Ward Community Education and Technology Support Service Center {Technology Center) located at 1525
Thornton Avenue, Guliport, in Harrison County, Mississippi.

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged the Technology Center. The Gulfport
School District utilized the facility as the District’s compater technology hub and the community education center,
accommodating approximately 25 employees and 100 to 200 students. The facility, originally the East Ward
Elementary School, was constructed in 1918-1921 and additional wings were added in 1933-36, 1953-54, 1960-62,
and 1985-86. The pre-disaster total area of the facility was 27,295 square feet. The facility is located in Zone X of
the floodplain; however, the facility was within the Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFE) and surge inundation
zone, with some areas receiving up to 8 feet of water. Damages to the facility exceeded the 50% repair/replacement
ratio, meeting FEMA'’s criteria for replacement.

The District proposes to relocate the Technology Center cut of the ABFE to a 0.83-acre site located at 2014 Pass
Road in Gulfport. An adjacent 0.34-acre property located on 21% Avenue would be utilized for additional parking
{see Figures 1 and 2). The proposed relocation site is approximately 0.80 mile northwest of the existing Technology
Center and is owned by the Gulfport School District. The District intends to construct a new 21,000-square-foot, 2-
story building on the southern portion of the property (see Figure 3). Pass Road, to the south, would be used to
access the proposed site. The proposed site is bounded by commercial businesses to the north, east, and west, and
Pass Road to the south. The new facility would tie into existing utility lines along Pass Road and 21% Avenue.

NISTAC has been retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA}) for the proposed relocation
project. In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, NISTAC requests
that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any available information on resources
under your agency’s jurisdiction within the project area. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me by telephone at 301.670.3379 or electronic mail at angela_chaisson@urscorp.com.,

Sincerely,

NISTAC

Angela M. Chaisson
Senior NEPA Specialist

Cce: Brian Mehok, FEMA Transitional Recovery Office — Biloxi, MS
Ryan Thompson, NISTAC — Gaithersburg, MD

200 Orchard Ridge Drive, Suite 101
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

TEL 301-670-3376

FAX 301-869-8728



Nationwide lnfraétructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants
A Joint Venture of URS Group, Inc. and Dewberry & Davis, LLC

March 14, 2007

Mr. Don Underwood

Executive Director

Mississippi Soil and Water Conservation Commission
P.O. Box 23005

Jackson, MS 39225-3005

Re: Request for Project Review — Relocation of the Gulfport School Districi’s East Ward Community
Education and Technology Support Service Center, Harrison County, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Underwood:

The Gulfport School District (District) has applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for
assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) Program for the proposed relocation of the Gulfport School District’s
East Ward Community Education and Technology Support Service Center (Technology Center) located at 1525
Thornton Avenue, Gulfport, in Harrison County, Mississippi.

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged the Technology Center. The Gulfport
School District utilized the facility as the District’s computer technology hub and the community education center,
accommodating approximately 25 employees and 100 to 200 students. The facility, originally the East Ward
Elementary School, was constructed in 1918-1921 and additional wings were added in 1935-36, 1953-54, 1960-62,
and 1985-86. The pre-disaster total area of the facility was 27,295 square feet. The facility is located in Zone X of
the floodplain; however, the facility was within the Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFE) and surge inundation
zone, with some areas receiving up to 8 feet of water. Damages to the facility exceeded the 50% repair/replacement
ratio, meeting FEMA’s criteria for replacement.

The District proposes to relocate the Technology Center out of the ABFE to a 0.83-acre site located at 2014 Pass
Road in Gulfport. An adjacent 0.34-acre property located on 21% Avenue would be utilized for additional parking
(see Figures 1 and 2). The proposed relocation site is approximately 0.80 mile northwest of the existing Technology
Center and is owned by the Gulfport School District. The District intends to construct a new 21,000-square-foot, 2-
story building on the southern portion of the property (see Figure 3). Pass Road, to the south, would be used to
access the proposed site. The proposed site is bounded by commercial businesses to the north, east, and west, and
Pass Road to the south. The new facility would tie into existing utility lines along Pass Road and 21* Avenue.

NISTAC has been retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed relocation
project. In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, NISTAC requests
that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any available information on resources
under your agency’s jurisdiction within the project area. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me by telephone at 301.670.3379 or clectronic mail at angela chaisson@urscorp.com.

Sincerely,

NISTAC i /Ljﬁ
% 0%

Angela M. Chaisson
Senior NEPA Specialist

Cc: Brian Mchok, FEMA Transitional Recovery Office — Biloxi, MS
Ryan Thompson, NISTAC - Gaithersburg, MD

200 Orchard Ridge Drive, Suife 101
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

TEL 301-670-3376

FAX 301-869-8728
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Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants
A Joint Venture of URS Group, Inc. and Dewberry & Davis, LLC

March 14, 2007 : RECEIVED

Mr. Ray Aycock . MAR 18 7087

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Jackson Field Office By MS Sisig Oifice
6578 Dogwood View Parkway

Suite A

Jackson, MS 39213

Re: Request for Project Review — Relocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community
Education and Technology Support Service Center, Harrison County, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Aycock:

The Gulfport School District (District) has applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for
assistance under the Public Assistance (PA} Program for the proposed relocation of the Gulfport School District’s
East Ward Community Education and Technology Support Service Center (Technology Center) located at 1525
Thomton Avenue, Gulfport, in Harrison County, Mississippi.

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged the Technology Center. The Gulfport
School District utilized the facility as the District’s computer technology hub and the community education center,
accommodating approximately 25 employees and 100 to 200 students. The facility, originally the East Ward
Elementary School, was constructed in 1918-1921 and additional wings were added in 1935-36, 1953-54, 1960-62,
and 1985-86. The pre-disaster total area of the facility was 27,295 square feet. The facility is located in Zone X of
the floodplain; however, the facility was within the Advisory Base Flood Elevation (ABFE) and surge inundation
zone, with some areas receiving up-to 8 feet of water. D&mages to the facility exceeded the 50% repair/replacement

ratio, meeting FEMA’s criteria for replacement.

: The District proposes to relocate the Technology Center out of the ABFE to a (.83-acre site located at 2014 Pass
Road in Gulfport. An adjacent 0.34-acre property located on 21" Avenue would be utilized for additional parking
(see Figures 1 and 2). The proposed relocation site is approximately .80 mile northwest of the existing Technology
Center and is owned by the Gulfport School District. The District intends to construct a new 21,000-square-foot, 2-
story building on the southern portion of the property (see Figure 3). Pass Road, to the south, would be used to
access the proposed site. The proposed site is bounded by commercial businesses to the north, east, and west, and
Pass Road to the south. The new facility would tie into existing utility lines along Pass Road and 21* Avenue.

NISTAC has been retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed relocation
project. In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, NISTAC requests
- that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any available information on resources
under your agency’s jurisdiction within the project area. If ygu have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me by telephone at 301.670.3379 or electronic fndil at angela chalsson@urscoq:v com.
foshzn —Zoal 77— 9287

f No Sighifica dverse weﬂand impacts
No lfoed proposed or candfdate species present

Evironmental Coordm W
U S. Fish and Wildiife ?1(; ///

Log &% _/‘z—?ﬁ Dafe‘Z/// ﬂ/ﬁ}

Ce: Brian Mehok, FEMA Transitional Recovery Ofﬁce — Biloxi, MS

. Ryan Thompson, NISTAC - Ga1thersb_ur_gz s T ? g_
S e R e ' 0 Orchard Rid ? rive, Suite 101

Gaithersburg, MD 20878
TEL 301-670-3376
FAX 301-869-8728

Sincerely,
NISTAC
Ry —

Angela M. Chaisson
Senior NEPA Specialist




MississiPPI ,
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES

April 2, 2007

Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consuitants
Aftn: Angela M. Chaisson
. 200 Orchard Ridge Drive, Suite 101

Gaithersburg, MD 20878

RE: DMR-070441: Gulfport School District

Dear Ms. Chaisson:

The Department of Marine Resources in cooperation with other state agencies is
responsible under the Mississippi Coastal Program (MCP) for managing the coastal
resources of Mississippi. Proposed activities in the coastal area are reviewed to
insure that the activities are in compliance with the MCP.

The Department has received a request to review a proposal by Gulfport School
District to relocate the school's Technology Center in Gulfport, Harrison County,
Mississippi.- The Department has no objections provided there are no direct or
indirect impacts to coastal wetlands and no coastal program agency objects fo the
proposal. If wetland impacts are anticipated, an application should be submitted to
this office for review. Thank you for the opportuinity to comment on your project.

" For more irjformétiéh,"cir,é;uést‘ions:,Cthefning_Lthi_sl_cdrrespOndence, contact Charlie
Robertson with the Bureau of Wetlands Permitting at (228) 523-4110. -

Willa Henriksen
Bureau Director, Wétlandg Permiﬁing \

Whicer -

1141 Bayview Avenue, Suite 101 « Blloxi, MS 39530 « (228) 374-5000
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April 4, 2007

Mr. Jim Woodrick

FEMA Point of Contact

Mississippi Department of Archives and History
Historic Preservation Division

P O. Box 571

Jackson, MS 39205-0571

Re: Request for Project Review — Relocation of the Guliport School District’s East
Ward Community Education and Technology Support Service Center, Harrison
County, Mississippi o Co '

Dear Mr. Woodrick:

The Gulfport School District (District) has applied to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) for assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) Program for the proposed
relocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community Education and
Technology Support Service Center (Tech Center) located at 1525 Thornton Avenue,
Gulfport, in Harrison County, Mississippi.

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged the Tech Center.
The Gulfport School District utilized the facility as the District’s computer technology hub
and the community education center, accommodating approximately 25 employees and 100
to 200 students. The facility, originally the East Ward Elementary School, was constructed
in 1918-1921 and additional wings were added in 1935-36, 1953-54, 1960-62, and 1985-86.
The pre-disaster total area of the facility was 27,295 square feet. The facility is located in
Zone X of the floodplain; however, the facility was within the Advisory Base Flood
Elevation (ABFE) and surge inundation zone, with some areas receiving up to 8 feet of
water. Damages to the facility exceeded the 50% repair/replacement ratio, meeting FEMA’s
criteria for replacement.

The District proposes to relocate the Tech Center out of the ABFE to a 0.83-acre site located
at 2014 Pass Road in Gulfport. An adjacent 0.34-acre property located on 21% Avenue would
also be utilized for additional parking (see Figures | and 2). The proposed relocation site is
approximately 0.80 mile northwest of the existing Tech Center and is owned by the Gulfport
School District. The District intends to construct a new 21,000-square-foot, 2-story building
on the southern portion of the property (see Figure 3). Pass Road, to the south, would be
used to access the proposed site. The proposed site is bounded by commercial businesses to
the north, east, and west, and Pass Road to the south. The new facility would tie into existing
utility lines along Pass Road and 21 Avenue.



Environmental Assessment — Relocation of the Guifport School District’s East Ward Community
Education and Technology Support Service Center
April 4, 2007

On 3/21/07 a FEMA Archaeologist and a Historic Building specialist visited the area of
potential effect (APE) to determine what effects, if any, the proposed project would have on
above ground and buried cultural resources. The APE is situated on the terrace of Brickyard
Bayou at ca. 25 fi. above sea level. The majority of the main property, where the building
will be located, is currently paved over as it was previously the site of a fast-food
establishment. Abutting the rear of the property is a small grassy area with two large oak
trees. Most of this area is not included in the property boundaries; however, a small area
approximately 28.5 ft. X 95.3 ft. is inside the boundary. This area will not be built upon but
was tested with an auger having a 10 cm bore to determine the extent of subsurface
disturbance. Three tests were placed at 10 meter intervals along an east-west line. The first
test was located on the east boundary and terminaied at a buried concrete surface ca. 4 cm
below the ground surface. The second test contained heavy gravel to a depth of 12 cm
followed by a mottled B horizon to a depth of 60 cm. This level was followed by subsoil to a
final depth of 80 ¢cm. The third test resembled the second with less gravel in the A horizon.
All'excavated soils were screened through %” hardware cloth which produced no artifactual
remains. Each soil profile was measured and recorded using a Munsell Soil Color Chart.

The adjacent property that will be used as a parking lot is currently being used for the same
purpose. To the south, a small grassy area is adjacent to the paved area bui will not be
utilized for the project; therefore no testing was performed.

A review of the Mississippi site maps reveal that several archaeological surveys have been
done in a two mile radius but all have produced negative results. One site (22-Hr-837) is
located approximately 7 tenths of a mile due south of the APE and has been determined as
ineligible for listing in the National Register.

The APE has been utilized for many years as a commercial building site and has been highly
disturbed as a result. The areas that are not currently paved over consist of the location of the
previous building, with extreme disturbance, and the small grassy area that displays
disturbance to a depth of ca. 22 cm.. FEMA has determined that the construction of the
proposed facility will have no adverse effect on National Register eligible archaeological
resources. If during the course of work, however, archacological artifacts or human remains
are discovered, work in the vicinity of the discovery must stop and reasonable measures
undertaken to avoid or minimize harm to finds. Work will not proceed until FEMA IHistoric
Preservation staff has completed consultation with the Mississippi State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO) and Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) with the Mississippi Band
of Choctaw Indians.

Pass Road (formerly Pass Christian Road) is the oldest east-west route in Harrison County. It
remained largely undeveloped until Biloxi and Gulfport began their greatest period of growth
in the vears after World War [I. On the south side of Pass Road (across from the relocation
site) is the Gulfport Schoo!l District Administration Building, completed in 2004. Bordering
the Administration Building to the east, west and south is a neighborhood composed
primarily of simple frame houses built mostly between1900-1930. Many of these are gable-
front houses with Craftsman-detailed front porches. The Administration Building, which

]



Environmental Assessment — Refocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community
Education and Technology Support Service Center
April 4, 2007

dominates the streetscape, blocks the view of the proposed site from most of the
neighborhood. The Pass Road streetscape is composed primarily of post-1960 commercial
buildings and small, eaily twentieth century houses that have been heavily altered and
converted for business use. To the north of the site are a few very modest post-World War II
houses and one earlier house that has been altered to an early twentieth century Classical
Revival appearance. There is one building located on the west side of the site; this building
is of recent construction. Therefore, no historic properties will be affected by the proposed
Undertaking. '

Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants (NISTAC) has been
retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA} for the proposed project.
In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA}) of 1969, as amended,
FEMA requests that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any
available information or resources under your agency’s jurisdiction within the project area. If
you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Paul Drummond by
telephorne at (228) 594-2960 or electronic mail at paul.a.drummond@dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

bkt

Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-1604-DR-MS

fad



Federal Emergency Management Agency
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April 4,2007

Mr. Kenneth H. Carleton

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer/Archaeologist
Mississippi Band Of Choctaw Indians

101 Industrial Road

Choctaw, MS 39350

Re: Request for Project Review — Relocation of the Gulfport School District’s East
‘Ward Community Education and Technology Support Service Center, Harrison
County, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Carleton:

The Gulfport School District (District) has applied to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) for assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) Program for the proposed
relocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community Education and
Technology Support Service Center (Tech Center) located at 1525 Thornton Avenue,
Gulfport, in Harrison County, Mississippi.

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge severely damaged the Tech Center.
The Gulfport School District utilized the facility as the District’s computer technology hub
and the community education center, accommodating approximately 25 employees and 100
to 200 students. The facility, originally the East Ward Elementary School, was constructed
in 1918-1921 and additional wings were added in 1935-36, 1953-54, 1960-62, and 1985-86.
The pre-disaster total area of the facility ‘was 27,295 square feet. The facility is located in
Zone X of the floodplain; however, the facility was within the Advisory Base Flood
Elevation (ABFE) and surge inundation zone, with some areas receiving up to § feet of
water. Damages to the facility exceeded the 50% repair/replacement ratio, meeting FEMA’s
criteria for replacement,

The District proposes to relocate the Tech Center out of the ABFE to a 0.83-acre site located
at 2014 Pass Road in Gulfport. An adjacent 0.34-acre property located on 21* Avenue would
also be utilized for additional parking (see Figures 1 and 2). The proposed relocation site is
approximately 0.80 mile northwest of the existing Tech Center and is owned by the Gulfport
School District. The District intends to construct a new 21,000-square-foot, 2-story building
on the southern portion of the property (see Figure 3). Pass Road, to the south, would be
used to access the proposed site. The proposed site is bounded by commercial businesses to
the north, east, and west, and Pass Road to the south. The new facility would tie into existing
utility lines along Pass Road and 21% Avenue.




Environmental Assessment — Relocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community
Education and Technology Support Service Center
April 4, 2007

On 3/21/07 a FEMA Archaeologist and a Historic Building specialist visited the area of
potential effect (APE) to determine what effects, if any, the proposed project would have on
above ground and buried cultural resources. The APE is situated on the terrace of Brickyard
Bayou at ca. 25 ft. above sea level. The majority of the main property, where the building
will be located, is currently paved over as it was previously the site of a fast-food
establishment. Abutting the rear of the property is a small grassy area with two large oak
trees. Most of this area is not included in the property boundaries; however, a small area
approximately 28.5 ft. X 95.3 ft. is inside the boundary. This area will not be built upon but
was tested with an auger having a 10 cm bore to determine the extent of subsurface
disturbance. Three tests were placed at 10 meter intervals along an east-west line. The first
test was located on the east boundary and terminated at a buried concrete surface ca. 4 cm
below the ground surface. The second test contained heavy gravel to a depth of 12 cm
followed by a mottled B horizon to a depth of 60 cm. This level was followed by subsoil to a
final depth of 80 cm. The third test resembled the second with less gravel in the A horizon.
All excavated soils were screened through ¥4 hardware cloth which produced no artifactual
remains. Each soil profile was measured and recorded using a Munsell Soil Color Chart.

The adjacent property, that will be used as a parking lot, is currently being used for the same
purpose. To the south, a small grassy area is adjacent to the paved area but will not be
utilized for the project; therefore no testing was performed.

A review of the Mississippi site maps reveal that several archaeological surveys have been
done in a two mile radius but all have produced negative results. One site (22-Hr-857) is
located approximately 7 tenths of a mile due south of the APE and has been determined as
ineligible for listing in the National Register.

The APE has been utilized for many years as a commercial building site and has been highly
disturbed as a result. The areas that are not currently paved consist of the site of the previous
building, with extreme disturbance, and the small grassy area that displays disturbance to a
depth of ca. 22 cm. FEMA has determined that the construction of the proposed facility will
have no adverse effect on National Register eligible archaeological resources. If during the
course of work, however, archaeological artifacts or human remains are discovered, work in
the vicinity of the discovery must stop and reasonable measures undertaken to avoid or
minimize harm to finds. Work will not proceed until FEMA Historic Preservation staff has
completed consultation with the Mississippi State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and
the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) with the Mississippi Band of Choctaw
Indians.

Pass Road (formerly Pass Christian Road) is the oldest east-west route in Harrison County. [t
remained largely undeveloped untif Biloxi and Gulfport began their greatest period of growth
in the years after World War II. On the south side of Pass Road (across from the relocation
site} is the Gulfport School District Administration Building, completed in 2004. Bordering
the Administration Building to the east, west and south is a neighborhooed composed
primarily of simple frame houses built mostly between1900-1930. Many of these are gable-
front houses with Craftsman-detailed front porches. The Administration Building, which

2



Environmental Assessment — Refocation of the Gulfport School District’s East Ward Community
Education and Technology Suppart Service Center
April 4, 2007

dominates the streetscape, blocks the view of the proposed site from most of the
neighborhood. The Pass Road streetscape is composed primarily of post-1960 commercial
buildings and small, early twentieth century houses that have been heavily altered and
converted for business use. To the north of the site are a few very modest post-World War II
houses and one earlier house that has been altered to an early twentieth century Classical
Revival appearance. There is one building located on the west side of the site; this building
is of recent construction. Therefore, no historic properties will be affected by the proposed
Undertaking.

Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants (NISTAC) has been
retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed project.
In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended,
FEMA requests that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any
available information or resources under your agency’s jurisdiction within the project area. If
you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Paul Drummond by
telephone at (228) 594-2960 or electronic mail at paul.a drummond@dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

AL

Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-1604-DR-MS
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FEMA

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Client Name:

Gulfport School District

'S
E

ite Location:

Data Data Photo
415107 Point No.
1

Direction Photo Taken:

From the south facing
the north

Description:

View from the northern
boundary of APE.
Grassy area in forefront
will be disturbed by
construction, however
concrete is ca. 4 cm
below tha surface.

Project No.

Date Data Photo
4/5/67 Paint No.
2

Direction Photo Taken:

From the east facing the
west

Description:

Existing parking lot
surface through the
middle of APE.




FEMA

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Client Name: Site Location: Project No.
Gulfpart Schoal District . East Ward Community Education and Technology
Date Data Photo Lo
Point No.
4/6/07 3

Direction Photo Taken:

From the northeast
facing southwest

Description:

Overview of APE.
Grassy area in
background is where the
old commercial building
once stood.

Date Data Photo
Paoint No.
45107 4

Direction Photo Taken:

From the southwest
corner {front of property)
facing northeast

Description:

Overview of APE from
front of preperty.
Foreground is the
location of old
commercial sfruciure.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Client Name: | Site Location:
Guifport School District i East Ward Community Education and Technelogy
Date Data Phota b o TR -
Paint No.
4/5107 5

Direction Photo Taken:

From the east facing
west

Description:

Overview of APE that
will be used as a parking
lot. The building in the
background will remain
infact. "~

Date. Data Photo
Point No.
415107 6

Direction Photo Taken:

From the west facing
east

Description:

Overview of APE that
will be used as parking
lot. The small grassy
area witl not be
impacted.
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Client Name: Site Location:
Guifport School District
Pate Data Photo
Paint No.
4/5H07 5

Direction Photo Taken:

From the east facing
west

Description:

Overview of APE that
will be used as a parking
fot. The building in the
background will remain
intact.

Date Data Photo
Point No.
415107 &

Direction Photo Taken:

From the west facing
east

Description:

Overview of APE that
will be used as parking
lot. The small grassy
area wili not be
impacted.
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Site Location:

East Ward Community Education and Technalogy

Client Name:
Gulfpart School District
Date Data Photo
Point No.
415107 7

Direction Photo Taken:

From the southeast
facing northwest

Description:

Buildings adjacent and
io the north of proposed
parking lot site,

Date Data Photo
Point No.
4/5107 8

Direction Photo Taken:

From the north facing
scuth

Description:

East side of APE with
view across Pass Road.
The building in the
background is the new
East Ward
Administration offices
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Client Name:
Gulfport School District

Date Data Photo
Point No.
45107 g

Direction Photo Taken:

From the east facing
west

Description:

East corner of APE
showing the southemn

boundary and
streetscape
Date Data Photo
Paoint No.
45107 - 10

Direction Photo Taken:

From the southeast
facing northwest

Description;

Overview of APE from
across Pass Road

| Site Location:

East Ward Community Education and Technology




MISSISSIPPI Department of

PO Box 571, Jackson, M5 39205-0571
601-576-6850 » Fax 601-376-6975
mdah.seate.ms.uss

H. T Holmes, Direcror

ARCHIVES & HISTORY

April 16, 2007

Mr. Michael Grisham

Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-DR-1804-M3

220 Popps Ferry Road, Bldg. A South
Biloxi, Mississippi 39531

RE: Proposed relocation of the Gulfport School District's East Ward Community
Education and Technology Service Center, MDAH Project Log #04-068-07,
Harrison County

Dear Mr. Grisham:

We have reviewed your request for a cultural resources assessment, received on

April 12, 2007, for the above referenced project in accardance with our responsibilities
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR Part 800. After
reviewing the information provided, it is our determination that no known cultural
resources will be affected. Therefore, we have no reservations with the proposed
project.

Should there be additional work in connection with the project, or any changes in the

scope of work, please iet us know in order that we may provide you with appropriate
comments in compliance with the above referenced regulations. If we can be of further

assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us at (601) 576-6940.

Sincerely,
e
Jim Woodrick
Review and Compliance Officer

FOR: H.T. Holmes
State Historic Preservation Officer

c: Clearinghouse for Federal Programs



From: Carleton, Ken [mailto:KCarleton@choctaw.org]
Sent: Thursday, April 26, 2007 14:45

To: Drummond, Paul _
Subject: Gulfport School District's East Ward Community Education and Technology Support

Service Center, Harrison County, Mississippi

The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians has no concerns with the above
referenced project. If during its construction any archaeological material are
encountered, work should be stopped immediately and I should be contacted for

further consultation.

Kenneth H. Carleton

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer/Archaeclogist
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians

P.O. Box 6257 or 101 Industrial Road

Choctaw, MS 39350

601.650.7316

FAX: 601.650.7454



